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At the deſire of ſeveral of the Subſcribers 1 Purchaſers. of The. Scenery of Ireland, 
tte Author now publiſhes, as an Appendix to that Work, the following Deſcrip- 
tion of "The celebrated Lake of Killarney, illuſtrated in Twelve Views, taken from 
the moſt intereſting points, to ſhew the extenſive range of mountains and water 

which blend their beauties, to render it ſo univerſally admired; — and to make the 

6 Prints the better underſtood, the Author ſubjoins a hes a a of the whole, 
and of the parts, mmm taken, 


1 „ „ 


THE LAKE takes its prafont- name (being formerly called Lough-lane) from 
Killarney, a neat market-town in the county of Kerry, 14 3 miles diſtant from Dublin; and is the 
property, 3 with a 4 tract of the ſurrounding country, of Lord Vycount Kenmare. 


The beſt ſeaſon for viſiting this Lake is oli the beginning of June to the middle of September, 
being in general the months leaſt ſubject to rain, of which this diſtri, from the contiguity of the 
Atlantic Ocean, and the impending mountains, has a more than ordinary ſhare; yet if the beginning 


of October is fair, perhaps then it appears in its greateſt beauty, as in that month the arbutus (indige- 
nous — 1 A by Its glowing fruit, 


", *& # 
- 


The water is two grand diviſions, called the Upper and Lower Lake, connected by a river winding 


through the mountains of fingular pictureſque beauty There is indeed a part of the Lower Lake 
almoſt encloſed by the peninſula of Muerus, and ſome wooded iſlands, ſo that it appears a diſtinct 
Lake in itfelf, to which the name of Mucrus, or Turk, is uſually given. * 

Ye n ie Loren 2 | A bt fix lies tb Yeagth” ſtretching eaſt and weſt from * 
to the river Laune, and about three miles in breadth, from Profpect-hall to O'Sullivan's caſcade — 


The northern ſhore is not intereſting, being compoſed of _ riſing from the Lake without any 


marked variety. 


But the ſouthern ſhore forms a bold outline of mountains, which give dignity and character to the 


ſcene; they are wooded as much as nature would ſeem to permit, the back part riſing with ſavage 
grandeur, and diſcovering its bare ricks, which riſe aloft in various forms, diſdaining any other cloath- 


ing but that congenial to their elevated ſituation ; diſplaying their cloud-caped tops in all the variety 


which their height and the neighbourhood of the great Atlantic naturally forms. 


In tracing the ſouth- ſde of che Lake, we firſt notice the mountain Glena, which has two ſides waſhed. 


by it; for the water which iſſues from the Upper Lake firſt bounds its north-eaſt fide, and then turning, 
it pretty nearly at right angels forms the Lower Lake.—The ſides of this-mountain are well cloathed 
with wood from the water's edge; the ſurface is broken in ſome places by deep gullies fringed with 


trees; in others it aſſumes a bolder aſpect, from projecting rocks, which give the moſt pictureſque 
appearance, by the maſſes of light and ſhade with which they variegate the ſcene, 


\ \ 


13 1 


The mountain, called Toomiſh, joins Glena on the weſt, and is ſeparated from it by a torrent, called 
(by the natives) Screech Stream, which, tumbling from a lofty rock into a woody dell, forms what is 
called O'Sullivan's Caſcade ;—it breaks out in one entire ſheet of foam, and is interrupted in its fall by 
projecting ledges of rock, that ſeparate it into three unequal ſtages, and, although confined, js a "voy 

W e e Gs 


8 The remaining part of this range, extending to the river called the Laune, by which the Lake empties 
itſelf, is not marked by any ſtriking feature, until you arrive an Dunlow Caſtle, under which this river 


takes à winding courſe through a pleaſing valley, ſeparating O Sullivan's country from the eſtate f 


Macarthy More; then taking a weſterly direction for ſeven or ys miles, diſcharges itſelf into the 
ocean at Caſtlemain Bay. | 


The north boundary of the Lake, though a tame ſcene of paſturage and cultivation, yet is not with- 
out pictureſque advantages, for Innisfallen and Roſs iſlands break the unintereſting line of the ſhore, 
and beſides their uſe in the general compoſition, are themſelves objects of great beauty; they are 
highly enriched with wood, which, in Innisfallen, is rendered. reſpectable by age, caſting an awful 
gloom over the mouldering ruin where monaſtic piety once found a refuge from the cares of this buſy 
world, and where, 9 its ſecluded * ; we feel the mind bend to a oY NY 


contemplation, 


Roſs Caſtle, as ON 2 peninſula, appears connected with the whole, with its embattled towers riſing 


[41 
vut of the tuffed trees, to which the mountains on the ſouth - ſide of the Lake, in ſome points of vie W, 
form the back ground, exhibiting one of the molt magnificent effects i in nature. 


411 


* 


The number of iſlands in this Lake ee r the level ſhores to the 
eaft and north; for to the ſouth and weſt there is one unbroken ſheet of water. A few m lie 
unconnected, but the greater number i is diſtributed into two irregular cluſters on the oppoſite ſides o 
" Roſs, which is the largeſt iſland in the Lake, and ſeparated from the ſhore by a narrow gut, over 
which there is a bridge for the convenience of the caſtle. Innisfallen lies at a ſmall diſtance to the 
' weſtward; its ſhape triangular, and its ſides, from promontory to promontory, are hollowed into bays. 
Rabbit, Lamb, Hern, with Mouſe Ifland, and the rock called O'Donahue's Priſon, complete the 
weſtern group ;—thoſe which compoſe the eaſtern, though ſmaller, are more numerous, and, in gene- 
ral, finely fringed with evergeens, and ſerve as retreats for diſtin tribes of birds that feed on the con- 


tinent by ay, | and return at t the duſk of evening. 

| n the town of Killarney, about a mile diſtant from the ſhore, you paſs by a bridge over the 
river Fleſk, and ſee Cahirnane, the ſeat of Richard Townſend Won Eſq. (between 1 and the 
KY a * e great natural NL e | tz 


From thence to Mocrus PTY which is the eaſt boundary of the Like This ſide, though 
it attach not the eye at a diſtance, yet is very beautiful when examined near and in detail. Its re- 


ſplendent rocks, crowned with arbutus, appear in variety of fantaſtic ſhapes, ſeveral of them detached 
in the water, ſome forming an abrupt ſhore, perforated into caverns, and others hollowing into 


| LJ J. 
vecelies; ; bers the verdant lawn, fringed with ſhrubs, finds its way through their breaks, and court 
1 approach w a diſplay of internal ſcenery. ' | | 


. 


Weir the entrance of this peninſula ſtand the ruins of Mucrus Abbey, encircled by Vas aſh 
trees, which, in uniſon with the ſcene, caſt a ſolemn gloom over the precincts. The walls of the 
church, its lofty tower, and a great part of the Abbey, ſtill remain in tolerable preſervation; containing 
a ſmall quadrangle, with eloiſters round it, and a noble yew tree in the center, Wau covers the whole 


ow wich its ode, 


The tas of this religious retreat, ſo favourable to the objects of a contemplative life, does juſtice 
to the choice of the founders ; ſuch a ſequeſtered ſcite, where the weſt wind roaring over the wide ex- 
panſe of the lake, mingling its murmurs with the _ toned veſpers, muſt have nurtured the 2 1 
ideas CRF to a monaſtic ſtate. 


b The e een to Fa of this kind, is often deſtroyed by falſe taſte, in neatly dreſſing 
the ſcite as a garden ſcene; but in a ruin, the reigning features are ſolitude and neglect, and the em- 
belliſhments of ſhorn lawns and walks through flowering ſhrubs are alien ideas. Mr. Herbert, the pro- 
prietor, has here acted judiciouſly in leaving the precincts of the Abbey in a characteriſtic ſtate; the 
brambles and nettles are cleared ſufficiently to give an eaſy acceſs to the different parts of the building, 
but nothing more; indeed the heaps of ſculls and bones thrown from the gapin g tombs, give a n 
and N too ne a 0 of pee : 


181 


This Abbey, originally named Irrelagh, was founded by Donald, ſon of Thady M Carthy, in the 
year 1440, for Conventual Franciſcans, and . by the Roman Catholies in 1602, but ſoon 1 


* to 80 to ruin. 


MI. Herbert has ni; with PE OR chad taſte, his improvements in the TY avi; 
ing of a imple walk winding through the woods and rocks of this enchanting ſpot, where alternately 
the great Lake on the right, enriched by its iſlands, and the ſmaller Lake of Mucrys on the left, with 
its accompaniments of mountain ſcenery, give the moſt pleaſing variety to a walk of-two miles, carried 
through ſhrubberies of arbutus, holly, &c. to Camillan Point, near the entrance of the river which 4 


communicates with the Upper Lake, - 


| Walde is bounded on the eaſt bee enen of Mangerton and Turk, 
both of which, riſing in ſolemn grandeur from the water, preſent their gray ſides in contraſt to the 
wooded and cultivated ſcenes on the oppoſite ſhore. Near the top of Mangerton is the remarkable 
Lake, called the Devil's Punch Bowl, formed in a cavity reſembling the crater of an ancient vulcano ; 

from this a ſtream taking its riſe-rolls down: cap Ja and falls i in n SNN appear- 
ance, © Alia Shes Lake | N H, 


| ha ee e eee eee nic 3 Wee the Liako.of 
Mucrus from the great Lake, leaving only very narrow paſſages of communication between thoſe iſlands ; 
they are both covered with wood, and ſerve as reſting places to ths deer which deſcend from Glena at 
the dawn of day to feed on the lawns of Mucrus; and here too they often ſhelter themſelves when 


* 


1 


rouſed by the hunters,” and driven froni their more ſecret haunts in the mountains—As you clear the 


lands above-mentioned' a moſt ſtriking view preſents itſelf ; the mountains, upon a near approach, 
exhibiting an awful and majeſtic ſcenery, with all its bold irregularities of ſarface and outline. —In the 
center of them à deep chaſm; encloſing the river which connects the upper and lower Lakes, more 
particularly arreſts the attention, and excites the curioſity of the traveller to explore its winding courſe; 


nor is it diſappointed during the whole paſſage of four miles, in which nature diſplays her charms in a 


ſucceſſion of wild and intereſting ſcenes. In ſome places impending mountains hang their ſhaggy ſides 
in gloomy grandeur over the abyſs; in. others they recede and leave foregrounds, where rocks, in 
infinite variety of forms, and enriched by the arbutus and other wild growths of the foreſt, form the 
moſt pictureſque groups; hilft the little purling ſtreams, which iſſue from the woody dells and gullies 
of the NH, | 63g life and yu to wege _ 


oaks Adr entering the As thi ad is W for about fifty yards by rocks, over which 
de boats muſt be dragged; but the trouble ariſing from this delay is recompenſed by the time it gives to 
furvey more minutely the ſcene, which is not one of the leaſt pictureſque on the voyage. A bridge of 
ſimple and rude conſtruction is thrown over the cataruct, for the 'convettience of the cow-herds, who 
follow their young cattle through theſe wild regions, and which, with its aceompaniments of rocks, 
trees and ſhrubs, aided by a 5 bnck-graned of mountain, broke into — form a charming 
IE | 5 | | 


oo 7 ; 
— 


* the 55 ect hich excites moſt the aches attention is eee rock, Which riſes to a conſi- 
derable height immediately from the water about the middle of the ſtrait. It is known by the name of 


{1 


#4. 


* 
The Eagle's N eſt, its ſummit being a ſecure retreat for thoſe birds of prey to rear their young brood ; 
and which, riſing nobly out of a boſom: of wood with awful majeſty, preſents its rugged and impending 
cliffs to view, and produces on the mind a delightful ſenſation of admiration and pleaſure.— Company 
are uſually amuſed during their ſtay on this ſpot by diſcharges. from a paterara placed on an oppoſite. 
bank, the effect of which 5 is ſurpriſing, from the report being echoed from rock to. rock through the 
great ſurrounding * of een, dying: W and again reviving, till it fioally: expires in 
RODE murmurs. 


The river, in a bold bend, waſhing the haſe of the roek, eonducts you to the Upper Lake after a 
paſſage of about two miles, bounded on the right by a mountainous ridge,: which, from its figure-and 
inclination, is with propriety called the Great Range. Near the upper end of this is one of the fineſt 
muſical echoes in the world ;—the ſpot where it reſides is a hollow boſſom in the mountain, covered on 
all ſides with trees; the ſounds are reverherated from the ſeveral parts of it, and are ſoftened upon 
every repetition, ſo as to terminate in the ſweeteſt cadences ; a fingle horn produces a concert, being 

multiplied into as many inſtruments as there are echoes ; theſe mellowing in their tones from the ori- 
ginal notes of the leading inſtrument, to the dying falls of the laſt repetitions, and mingling together 
in a wild but harmonious confuſion, afford the fineſt ſpecimen of natural muſic, 


The Upper Lake, which is entered by a narrow paſs called Colman's Eye, ſtretches eaſt and weſt 
about three miles, but does not exceed one mile in breadth.— The line of the ſhore is very various; 
in ſome places broken by a projecting promontory, in others by rocky iſlands, which have a good effect 
inthe compoſition by connecting the parts.—In a few inſtances it opens into capacious bays, which, 


2A i 
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winding through the mountains, leave full ſcope to the imagination. Ghirmeen, one of the moſt con- 


ſiderable of theſe mountains, forms a right angle with the great range, and boynds the Lake to the 
north; it is partially covered with trees, and on the whole has rather a pleaſing than a bleak appearance. 
Arbutus bay is the fineft it affords; it derives its name, as well as a great ſhare af its beauty, from an 
iſland contiguous to it ——McGilly Cuddy's Ricks take their riſe from Ghirmeen, and encircling a 
valley to the weſt of the Lake, form an extenſive amphitheatre. Theſe mountains are grand, and 
broken into the moſt irregular -ſhapes imaginable; and their higheſt pinnacle, called Currane a Toohill, 

is by far the higheſt ground in Ireland, being three thouſand four hundred and five feet above the level 


of the ſea, . 
x. B. The Wr of the Lake above the ſea is about n e feet. 


The ſouthern boundary of the Lake is formed by a range of high mountains; Cahirnee, which joins 
the Ricks, is the largeſt of them; its ſurface is rocky and deſtitute of wood, but towards the eaſtern 
angle it terminates in a floping bank, which forms one ſide of the Glyn of Derrycuniha.— This Glyn 
gradually contracting as it retires from the Lake, loſes itſelf in another ſtill more extenſive. Its fide 
on the north is well wooded, and affords a delightful repoſe to the eye after the reiterated mountain 
proſpects; the Kavoge, a conſiderable ſtream, rolls through the centre, tumbling down a rocky channel 
where it forms a variety of leſſer falls—Crum a Glaun joins Derrycuniha in forming the eaft confines 
of this Lake, and although in no part lofty, is a conſiderable mountain; its ſides are covered, particu- 
larly to the ſouth, with a luxuriant coppice to the water's edge, and its foot is waſhed, for a conſider- 


able len gth, by a narrow confined bay, (ing parallel to the river) which leads to ths water-fall at 
Eſknamucky. 


1 * 10 1 


The Purple Mountain, though not immediately touching upon the 1 is an object of — 
not to be paſſed over; it riſes from behind the great range in a conical ſhape, and ſtrongly characteriſed 
by its deep indigo colour ;—it. is ſaid to abound. with a kind of heath found in no other part of the 
country, which produces purple herries, but receives its Prey tin& fram another herb uſed by the 
natives 1n dying. ; 


e Lake contains night h, [which ms, of worthy of notice; the Oak Iftands, or Roſs 
Burkree, ſeparated only in winter, are the moſt conſiderable, and lie in the north-eaſt part of the Lake, 
nearly oppoſite the entrance; their rocky ſides are covered with arbutus and other ſhrubs, and their in- 
terior with well grown oaks. Arbutus Iſland lies in a bay to the weſt of the entrance, its ſhape pyra- 
midical, and covered with ſtrawberry trees. In the latter end of October they appear in high beauty, 
many of their bells and bloſſoms ſtill remaining; the fruit on ſome juſt forming and on others nearly 
ripe, the ſame bough often exhibits all their varieties. The ordinary height of the tree is ten or twelve 
feet; but here you meet with thoſe of a happier growth, which riſe from eighteen to near thirty feet. 
The bloſſom is ſhaped like a goblet, and the fruit nearly ſpherical ; it is at firſt a pale yellow, which 
deepens as it advances in ripeneſs, and gradually gives place to a rich ſcarlet ; it equals. a large garden 
ſtrawberry in ſize, | 


The remaining iſlands, to the number of ſix, lie together in a 4 at the weſt end of ak 18 
about half- a- mile from the ſhore; each of them is a pleaſing object in itſelf, and, united, chey form a 
moſt beautiful group, as connected with the grand ſcenery of the ſurrounding mountains. They are all 


ſ 11 ] | 
well cloathed-with wood, which riſes from bold broken crags, in many places overhanging the Lake. 
The fine timber which adorned the upper Lake ſome years ago is now moſtly. cut down; its woody 
* conſiſt now chiefly of coppice, which gives, in ſome degree, the effect of timber at a diſtance; 
but in the foreground, on a nearer approach, we want the aged oaks, with their ſhadowy branches, to 
give character correſpondent to the grandeur of the mountain ſcene.— On the banks of the Kavoge 
a room has been erected by Lord Kenmare, for the convenience of company who viſit the Lake, and 
who uſually bring refreſhments with them, as the voyage to the upper Lake employs a whole day; ; for 
after having given a leſs ſhare of attention to the objects, of which we have drawn a fainter deſcription 


in this narrative than they deſerve, a long ſummer $ day ſcarcely 1 time to reach Killarney _ 
before the night is advanced. 


Objects deſirable in themſelves derive new beauties from their poſition with reſpe& to others; and 
even ſuch as excite no pleaſing emotions, (when viewed ſingly) have often an agreeable effect in com- 
bination; ſo that it is neceſſary (in your own mind) to claſs them with taſte, and conſider them from 
points where they do not run into a perplexing confuſion. ä 5 


The views of the lower tals of Killarney, from the northward, are the moſt deſcriptive of its beau- 
ties; they extend from Lord Kenmare's park to the ruins of Aghadoe, beyond which the open between 
Glena and Turk is loſt to the eye, and the expanſe to the diſtant mountains precluded from view. 
There are ſituations more diſtant on this northern line that afford fine views, for approaching the Lake 
in this direction, after traverſing dreary waſtes, and arriving at a ſpot where the firſt appearance of a 


tun! 


long · wiſhed for object preſents itſelf, the eye naturally feels relieved, and often conceives a une 
for the firſt interview. Hut deſcription requires a more intimate acquaintance, as the foreground of 


the diſtant picture would occupy two- chirds of the view, and reduce the magnitude of <he enn 
CR ee | 


| Aa: bit hone Lord Kenrhares park and Aghadoe, The 
range of mountains in this print commence on the left with part of Mangerton, deſcends to Turk, ſhews 
the open to the Eagle's Neſt and upper Lake, and retiring to, Glena, conducts the eye nearly to the 
weſtern extremity of the Lake it ſhews the ſituation mn as peta 
ſides of Roſs, and forms altogether 2 beautiful and ſtriking picture. 


The eaſtern. view (No, a.) is taken from the elevated banks on the ſouth of the river Fleſk; Glena 
mountain riſes in the centre, and gently” recedes to the weſtern confines of the Lake; Roſs Caftle and 
| Iſland are principals next the water; the grounds th-the left ere Ohne, and thoſe 1 
larney, with part of the northern hills, 


| SFU ED US" 4 eee between Mangerton 
and Turk mountains; it looks down upon che objects, ſo xs to comprehend within the view, Turk 
Lake, Mucrus Peninſula, ache qenies houtduey ef abe Jower Lake from Giend wv Cillhracyy amend: 


W * n ts AUS 
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| Returning to Killarney through the village of Cloghereen; you have a diſtant view of Mucrus Abbey 
0 Plate No. 4. ), its caſt ſide preſents itſelf ſupported * venerable trees, with 2 the Eagle's Neſt, 
and Glena mountains combined as a n | 


JL. 


To give a perfect idea of the great Lake, and the objects which farround. it, the weſtern. view near 
Dunlow Caſtle (No. f. ) is abſolutely neceſſary, as it comprehends the northern and eaſtern range, with 
1 Mangerton, and the more diſtant mountains in that. direction. 


The auſtin of this boundary being commieted, there are two. interior views (among a variety of 
others) that claim our notice; that from the delightful iſland of Innisfallen is the firſt we arrive at 
(Plate No. 6. ). It opens to a beautiful bay, formed on one fide by Roſs Iſland, and on the other by 
the Continent towards Killarney. It is ornamented on its ſurface by the rock called O'Donahue's Pri- 


ſon and Cherry Iſland, and bounded by Roſs Caſtle, with the mountains called the Paps, and Glanfleſx 
in the diſtance. 


Plate No. 7.) repreſents the front view of O'Sullivan's Caſcade before deſcribed. 
(Plate No. 8.) the paſſage to the old Weir Bridge from Diniſh Iſland. 
(Plate No. 9. 9 ſhawn the jects on both ſides of the river to the Eagle's Neſt. 


And ( Plate Ne. 10 Ja view of that beautiful nd ſtupendous rock. - 


I 4 J 
It is difficult to decide on the points of view that ſhew the upper Lake of Killarney to moſt advan» | 
tage After paſſing the Eagle's Neſt (if you aſcend Turk) you have before ybu a reach of the river for 
two miles in length, terminated by the Lake and its ſurrounding mountains ; but further on, and more 
to the eaſt, the expanſe of water appears to greater advantage, and the Ricks (a very . * 
in the ſcenery of this 18 preſent their magnificent creſt to view. io 11.9 * a 04 


To dn the idea of this wild and uncultivated aſſemblage of objects, a view from the fouth-wel 
of the upper Lake is added, from whence you look back at the ſcenes you have paſſed and contemplate 
them in a new direQtion.—Chirmeen on the left, with the rocky ſloping end of Crum-a-gloun; form 
the boundaries to (Plate 12. ) Turk, foreſhortened, riſes with majeſty in the center, whilſt the iſlands 
which occupy a part of the weſtern expanſe, by zpproaching the ** enrich 0 „ and * 
mit à more minute examination of their beauties, 


„ 

Additional Subſcribers fince the Printing of the former Liſt, 
Henry Vaughan Brooke, Eſq. _ The Hon. and Rev. William Dawſon, s 
Samuel Boyſe, Eſq. Biſhop's Hall, Waterford, | Joſ. Deane, Eſq. _, | WEEN: 
Charles Henry Coote, Eſq. Henry Arthur Herbert, Blq. . 

Conſt. Cullen, Eſq. | Nathaniel Sneyd, Eſq. - 

William Campbell, Eſq Fairfield, Scotland, - .. Lieut. Colonel D. M. Woodward, 34th Regiment, 
William Daniel, Eſq. Right Hon. Arthur Wolfe, bis Majeſty's Attorney General. g 
Gaſper Erck, Eſq. 4 

; | ERRATUM IN THE FORMER LIST. 


For the Riglit Honourable" John, "read Anbur Wolle, Atipraey Gene. 
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NORTH VIEW -/ 4» LOWER LAKE 


Zaun Publirhed by ND June, 1796. 
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A BAST VIEW of the LOWER LAKE of KILLARNEY. 


Lomdon Publir hot by 4 . Jung . 
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SOUTH EAST VIEW LOWER LAKE V KILLARNEY. 


London Aublurhet by / Firher. June, 1790 


% DISTANT VIEW „ MUCRVTS ABBEY 


London Publushd by J. LH- June 790. 


b. * 
ION Sans — 2 — a 
D 1 Dd 3 — 


.  WEOT. VIEW , the LOWER LAKE of KILLARNEY. 
F4 


Ml Pubiirhed by I. Firher June 1796, 
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Jau. f ROSS BAY Ke. fa, INN IS FALLEN ISLAND. . 


London Publur wil eee 


0 72 He, aue, 7 O SULLIVAN'S CASCADE, near Nullen, — 


London Putliihed by 4 Fir hi. Truths t3gt 
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OLD WEIR BRIDGE „e, RIVER e. 


london Publushd by J Figher, Juner7g6. 
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AY Fon the OLD WEIR BRIDGE 2 A. EAGLES NEST. . 


: ** London Tublirhd by S Firher Jiums it7ge. 
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